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BOOK REVIEWS. 

Belgium, Neutral and Loyal: The War of 1914. By Emile Waxweiler, 

Director of the Solvay Institute of Sociology at Brussels, Member of 

the Royal Academy of Belgium. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1915. 

The appeal of this most valuable addition to the literature on the so- 
called "Case of Belgium" is directed particularly to those who are desirous 
of getting at the facts of the case, but who have neither the time nor 
the inclination to examine carefully the vari-colored books of the belligerent 
nations. Although the purpose of the author is to show the motives which 
dictated the actions of the governments of Germany and Belgium from 
July 25th to August 9th, 191 4, the real worth of the book is in the clear 
statement of the facts upon which these conclusions are based. While 
every reader will be well able to form an individual opinion from the facts 
presented, it is probable that very few opinions will not be in accord with 
those of the author. 

In substance, the book may be divided into two parts. The aim of the 
greater part is to justify the position of Belgium regarding her neutrality 
and the course of action pursued during that short period immediately pre- 
ceding the actual invasion of Belgium by Germany. After a brief resume 
of the relations, both official and public, between Belgium and Germany 
during the last twenty-five years, there follows a detailed account of the 
interviews between the representatives of Germany, England, France, and 
Belgium, and excerpts from the official documents of the diplomatic depart- 
ments of the respective governments, in so far as they relate to the position 
of Belgium and the maintenance of Belgian neutrality during the impend- 
ing war. 

The noticeable absence of the influence of sentiment and the plainly 
evident desire of the author, though a Belgian, to record all the facts and 
only facts, makes the volume a reliable source of information in examining 
the truth of the Belgian contention that she adhered to the strictest con- 
ception of neutrality in relation to the guaranteeing powers under the 
Treaty of 1839, and that this fact was recognized by those powers, Germany 
included, until after the German advance into Belgium, when Germany 
began to cast imputations against Belgian loyalty. 

The last chapter is devoted to a denial of the accusations concerning 
Belgium's conduct toward the invading Germans and to a review of the 
alleged unjustifiable attitude of the Germans in the matter of reprisals. 
The impossibility of proving or disproving the great majority of reported 
incidents at this time, due to the paucity of detail, greatly reduces the 
weight of the evidence on both sides. 

The publication is an English translation of a book which appeared 
originally in Switzerland, during the early months of 1915. It was issued 
simultaneously in French and German, and at once became exceedingly 
popular. It has been widely read in Germany and, notwithstanding the 
Imperial censorship, received favorable comment from the socialist paper 
Vorwarts. The legal mind will appreciate and approve the concise method 

of treatment. 
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